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AIIA Honored with L.P. McCord Education Award

The national association of Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America (IIABA) recognized AIIA for outstanding commitment to education. AIIA Executive Vice President Victor McCarley, CIC, accepted the L.P. McCord Education Award, in the less than 460 Members category, on behalf of AIIA. “Selected for impressive and comprehensive curriculum design, AIIA continues to offer new and innovative programs that showcase a variety of topics and strengthen Alabama’s agents’ knowledge of insurance while enhancing their business skills.” This is the 9th time in 10 years AIIA has won this prestigious honor. Winners are evaluated and chosen according to innovation in education, membership size, single-best seminar and non-seminar education services.

AIIA Launches First BLOG for Hurricane Katrina Info

What is a BLOG? Short for web log, a blog is an online chronological diary to post information, commentary or thoughts, generally related to a single subject. AIIA created one last week to quickly publicize all of the information we are receiving regarding hurricanes, claims and other information. Please visit our blog at www.aiia.org/hurricaneblog.hmtl and let us know what you think. Feel free to click the link to send your posting to AIIA for posting. If our members respond favorably, we’ll be happy to continue this service for other topics in which you may be interested.

Alabama Commissioner Asks Carriers for 60 Day Grace Period

Alabama Insurance Commissioner Walter Bell has asked insurers in Alabama to provide a 60-day grace period for customers who have claims related to Hurricane Katrina to prevent the cancellation of policies from late payments. Bell also requested health insurance companies to waive restrictions regarding out-of-network doctors and prescription services. Bell says insurers should reimburse health care providers at their contracted network rate or highest benefit level – whichever is higher. Policy provisions regarding co-payments, deductible or co-insurance do not change. The changes are retroactive top August 29 and expire after October 29, 2005.

6th Annual Big I PAC Golf Tournament is Next Tuesday, September 20th

The 6th Annual Big I PAC Golf Tournament is next Tuesday, September 20th at Prattville Country Club. The purpose of this fun tournament is to raise money for AIIA’s political action committee. Next year, 2006, is an election year for nearly every elected position in Alabama, and we need your involvement to help maintain our current pro-business climate. The morning shotgun start will begin at 8 a.m. Afternoon round starts at 1:00 p.m. Prizes will be given to the winning teams in each division in each of the two rounds, for a total of four first-place teams! You will not want to miss the helicopter golf ball drop at this year’s tournament. Lunch will be served and a dinner awards reception will conclude the day. We encourage those who live in a 75-mile radius to play in the morning round by offering a discount. A morning foursome is $400; an afternoon foursome is $500. Participation in the tournament will help AIIA support pro-business candidates. Sponsorships are being taken for teams, tee boxes, golf balls and door prizes. To register online or download information, go to www.aiia.org or call Kim Kay or Nancy Crowe at (205) 326-4129.

MEMBER SERVICES: RLI Drops Residential Inspection Class 
Effective immediately, (July 11, 2005) Residential Inspection Service, eligibility code 50, is no longer eligible for the RLI @ Home Business program. Please do not offer new quotes for this class of business. Renewals BEFORE September 6 will non-renew next year. Renewals with an effective date of September 6 and after will non-renew this year. RLI is taking this action in response to customer dissatisfaction with the ISO professional liability exclusion contained in the policy that applies to home inspection services.
Virtual University Offers Hurricane Help

Bill Wilson of IIABA’s Virtual University has complied a great number of coverage questions related to the recent hurricane such as evacuation, civil authority and many more. This is a great resource and may offer help to many of your questions or concerns. Please visit http://www.independentagent.com/VU/Nonmember/DisasterResources.htm to see the site or log in normally to the Virtual University. 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: Register Online
· Please note that the September 28-30 CIC Institute in Point Clear has been cancelled due to significant damage at The Grand Hotel. We encourage those needing updates to attend the November CIC Institute in Birmingham. The National Alliance has agreed to give extensions through November, but you must call to get the extension at (800) 633-2165. Credits or refunds and transfers are available with no penalties – contact Nita Blankenship by email at nblankenship@aiia.org or call (205) 326-4129, ext. 105. AIIA appreciates your patience during this time of extraordinary circumstance. 
· October 19th – Small & Rural Agents Conference offers two courses, each for four (4) hours CE at AIIA office:
· “Agency Ethics and E&O Risk Management” – 4 hours CE 
· “Am I Covered When I Rent a Car?”- 4 hours CE


IMPORTANT DATES:

· September 20 - Big I PAC Golf Tournament in Prattville

· October 19 – Small & Rural Agents Conference at AIIA in Birmingham
