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Hurricane Katrina Hammers Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, “Catastrophic Damage” Reported
Hurricane Katrina may become one of the most devastating storms in history; the destruction and loss of life is sobering. 

Katrina made landfall as a Category 4 storm, with maximum sustained winds reaching 145 mph, battering Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. Early indications from experts estimate that Katrina could cost insurers $12 to $26 billion in losses, more than Hurricane Andrew. It is truly too soon to assess catastrophic losses. Of the more than $500 billion of insured value in the State of Louisiana, over 35 percent are in coastal counties impacted; over ten percent of the total insured value of properties in Mississippi and Alabama are in coastal counties.

In Alabama, Katrina’s storm surge which was estimated at 12 feet at the Mobile state docks is higher than any recorded in Mobile’s modern memory, even higher than 1979’s Hurricane Frederick. Fortunately, Alabama’s Hurricane Alley was spared much of the high wind damage, but surges and flooding caused serious problems for Alabamians, including wiping out power, phone service and many roadways. Reports from Mobile and Baldwin counties say the devastation, thankfully, does not compare to the Hurricane Ivan’s destruction of last year. An oil rig broke apart and is stuck against a bridge over the Mobile River. Health officials warn citizens of possible health concerns related to power outages. Upon Gov. Bob Riley’s request, Monday, President Bush approved a federal disaster declaration for six counties.
Although Katrina shifted slightly away from New Orleans, winds still impacted populated areas and left behind more water than the city can manage. New Orleans, already below sea level, is 80 percent flooded today as levees could not withstand swelling waters and failed pumps could not remove excess water. The Superdome was supposed to protect citizens from Katrina, but suffered major damage to the roof. The shelter’s 10,000 stranded residents were forced to stay behind and suffer high rains and winds, and now oppressive heat and humidity. Looting has begun in the city.

In Mississippi, Katrina’s wrath destroyed much of Gulfport and parts of Biloxi. Mississippi’s death toll may be as high as 80 people; 30-50 lives were lost in an apartment complex in Biloxi, more are feared dead. “Let me tell you something folks: I’ve been out there. It’s complete devastation,” says Gulfport, Miss., Fire Chief Pat Sullivan. People in Mississippi, having spent the night on rooftops of their former homes, are still awaiting rescue. More than 1600 National Guardsmen were called to active duty in Mississippi. The Alabama Guard plans to send battalions into Mississippi. 
President Bush will cut short his vacation to personally oversee federal efforts to assist victims. Bush said in a speech today to Navy sailors and World War II veterans, “The good folks in Louisiana and Mississippi and Alabama and other affected areas are going to need the help and compassion and prayers of our fellow citizens.” Although Katrina is little more than a tropical depression, the Tennessee and Ohio river valleys face flooding. We hope you will join AIIA in keeping our colleagues and neighbors in South Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana in your thoughts and prayers. 
AIIA Membership Directory Advertising

AIIA can help you place your company or product in front of Alabama’s independent agents. If you are interested in advertising in this year’s AIIA Annual Membership Directory, contact Alison King at aray@aiia.org or (205) 326-4129, ext. 106. A Directory Advertising Contract is available at http://www.aiia.org/flat/2006/2005directoryadcontract.pdf . 

Ad placement is on a first-come, first serve basis. Please note that only one directory will be mailed to the primary contact for all regular agency members, associate members and any persons with paid extra member subscriptions. Additional copies of the Membership Directory will be available for $25 by pre-ordering and pre-paying by Friday, September 9th. Requests can be made to Alison Ray King at aray@aiia.org or Kimberly Kay at kimkay@aiia.org. 

6th Annual Big I PAC Golf Tournament is Tuesday, September 20th

The 6th Annual Big I PAC Golf Tournament is Tuesday, September 20th at the Prattville Country Club. The purpose of this fun tournament is to raise money for AIIA’s political action committee. Next year, 2006, is an election year for nearly every elected position in Alabama, and we need your involvement to help maintain our current pro-business climate. The morning shotgun start will begin at 8 a.m. The afternoon round starts at 1:00 p.m. Prizes will be given to the winning teams in each division in each of the two rounds, for a total of four first-place teams! You will not want to miss the helicopter golf ball drop at this year’s tournament. As always, lunch will be served and a dinner awards reception will conclude the day. We encourage those who live in a 75-mile radius to play in the morning round by offering a discount. A morning foursome is $400; an afternoon foursome is $500. Your contribution and participation in the tournament will help AIIA support pro-business candidates. Sponsorships are being taken for teams, tee boxes, golf balls and door prizes. To register online or download information, go to www.aiia.org or call Kim Kay or Nancy Crowe at (205) 326-4129.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: Register Online
· Please note that the September 1st CISR Personal Residential Class in Sheffield has been moved to the Associated General Contractors of America building at 919A Mitchell Blvd. in Florence. 

· September 7 - CISR Personal Residential – Tuscaloosa
· September 19-23 – P&C Licensing School – Montgomery
· September 21 – E&O Loss Control Seminar – Birmingham 
· September 28-30 – CIC Commercial Casualty, Point Clear, Ala.

· October 3-7 – P&C Licensing School - Tuscaloosa

IMPORTANT DATES:

· September 20 - Big I PAC Golf Tournament in Prattville

· October 19 – Small & Rural Agents Conference at AIIA in Birmingham

EMPLOYMENT / AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES

Reminder – Click here to view Employment opportunities. 
