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NATIONAL NEWS: Junk Fax Prevention Act Signed, How Will It Affect You? 

President Bush signed the Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 on July 9. In brief, the act allows businesses to send unsolicited faxes to: 1) Anyone with whom the sender has an established business relationship, unless the recipient has requested not to receive such faxes from the sender; 2) Anyone the sender has a fax number for prior to July 9, 2005, unless the recipient has opted not to receive such faxes; and 3) Anyone whose fax number is obtained either directly from the fax recipient or from a public source to which the recipient gave the fax number for publication, (e.g. website or published directory). The Act also requires that ALL unsolicited commercial faxes include an opt-out provision. This opt-out will need to be on the first page of the fax and clearly state that the recipient may request the sender not send any future advertisements to a particular fax/telephone number(s); Provide a cost-free mechanism for recipients to request to be removed from the fax list such as a toll free number or an email address; Provide a contact telephone and fax number for the recipient to transmit an opt-out request; and Ensure your opt-outs options are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. AIIA suggests businesses may want to add an opt-out message on the first page of fax advertisements as soon as possible. SAMPLE OPT-OUT NOTICE: If you do not wish to receive fax information from (company name) you may contact us at (phone number) or toll free at (number) or email (email address) to opt-out.
Congress Mulling Over TRIA, Renewal Still Pending

The chairperson of the House committee dealing with terrorism insurance and renewal of TRIA vowed last week to have a bill out of committee this year. “I think it would be the height of irresponsibility to let TRIA expire, “ said Rep. Michael Oxley (R-Ohio). According to Insurance Journal, Oxley made his promise at a hearing at which Treasury Secretary John Snow appeared. The Senate Banking Committee was scheduled to hold a similar hearing on TRIA. “The Big ‘I’ hopes that legislators will build on the positive aspects of TRIA in order to craft a plan that will serve consumers well and protect our economic security,” says IIABA director of federal government affairs Brendan Reilly. “We commend the House Financial Services Committee for moving forward, and we urge members of Congress to pass legislation that will ensure a federal backstop for terrorist acts.” 

MEMBER SERVICES: RLI Drops Residential Inspection Class 
Effective immediately, (July 11, 2005) Residential Inspection Service, eligibility code 50, is no longer eligible for the RLI In-Home Business program. Please do not offer any new quotes for this class of business. Existing quotes remain valid until July 28, but no new or renewal business should be offered. Existing policies will be non-renewed at the termination of the current policy period. RLI is taking this action in response to customer dissatisfaction with the ISO professional liability exclusion contained in the policy that apples to home inspection services.

Do NOT Forget Flood Insurance!

Michael D. Brown, head of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), is urging consumers to learn more about flood insurance basics. The National Flood Insurance Program’s FloodSmart Campaign is working to dispel common misconceptions the public has about flood insurance by offering basic tips. With the above-average hurricane season we are expecting here in the Southeast, please be sure your insureds are aware that water damage from storms may cause flooding that isn’t covered by their homeowners policy. Also, be sure your clients know flood insurance is available, but there is a 30-day wait period for new policies. Tell them, NOW is the time to purchase flood insurance!  

Freda Bacon Wins $100 Gift Certificate to Sharper Image from AIIA in Convention Survey Drawing

Congratulations to Freda Bacon with Alabama Self-Insured Workers Compensation Fund for winning the drawing for a $100 dollar gift certificate to The Sharper Image from AIIA for completing and returning the Convention Survey form!

IMPORTANT DATES:

August 3-5
CIC Agency Management at AIIA HQ in Birmingham

August 8-12
P&C Licensing School at AIIA HQ in Birmingham

September 20
Big I PAC Golf Tournament in Prattville


Online Registration coming soon!

October 19
Small & Rural Agents Conference at AIIA HQ in Birmingham
Online Registration coming soon!

