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New Location Equals Wonderful 109th Convention & Trade Show 

Both AIIA agency members and associate members attended this year’s Convention and Trade Show held at the beautiful Village of Baytowne Wharf last Thursday through Saturday. The village atmosphere is convenient and pleasantly quaint with gift shops, great restaurants, street vendors, great nightlife and entertainment, two pools and tons of activities to meet every, and all, liking. This year all the regular favorites like hospitality suites, the Seafood Buffet, Meet The Press band, the Fishing and Golf Tournaments and Parents’ Night Out occurred for your enjoyment. Friday’s Trade Show was fantastic with more than 60 exhibitors! Great door prizes and good ideas were given to all. We thank all of our exhibitors, hospitality suite hosts, sponsors and attendees for making this year’s convention one to remember! Please complete the surveys mailed on June 21st to each member and return to us, you might win a $100 gift certificate to Sharper Image! Your opinion is important to us and if you don’t send it in – it can’t be heard. 

Good guest speakers make a great convention and ours were super. IIABA President-Elect Bill Stiglitz and his wife Pat were friendly and socialized with members at every event. Bill spoke at the Saturday morning General Session about issues on which your national association is focused. Alabama Insurance Commissioner Walter Bell spoke to our group, emphasizing how important our industry is to the state. Penn National Insurance President/ CEO Denny Rowe covered insurance trends and market forecasts. Bill Herz and his magic show were a true delight. He pulled members of the audience for his tricks and treats and kept everyone rolling with laughter. Thanks to all of his test subjects for being good sports! George Lindsey closed the convention, dressed in his full Mayberry character costume. He sent us back in time with his down-home humor.

AIIA inaugurated new officers at Saturday night’s Closing Banquet:  

· AIIA President: Jay Ison, CIC, of Thames Batre Mattei Beville & Ison Insurance, Mobile

· AIIA President-Elect: Joel Quillen of Sinclair-Lawrence, Muscle Shoals

· AIIA State National Director: Jere Peak, CIC, The Morris Agency, Selma

· New AIIA Secretary / Treasurer: Jeff Grice, CIC, of Lacy Grice in Jasper

· Immediate Past President: Jim Williams, CIC, J. Smith Lanier, Huntsville  

Seven new board members were also sworn in: 

· District 1: Bruce White, Jr., CISR, Whitehaven Insurance, Gulf Shores

· District 5: Kenn Howell, Kenn Howell Insurance, Opp 

· District 7: Michael Collins, CIC, Collins Insurance Agency, Birmingham

· District 7: Rux Bentley, CIC, Rux Carter Insurance, Columbiana 

· District 9: John Freisen, CPCU, CIC, Fountain, Parker, Harbarger & Associates, Huntsville

· District 9: Jim Murphree, Jim Murphree Insurance, Oneonta

· District 11: Sam Newton, CIC, Sam Newton Insurance, Lexington

Arthur Williams, CIC, AIC, of Byars & Associates, Jasper, was honored as AIIA Insuror of the Year for his “work-together” spirit and dedication as Building Committee Chair during construction of our new headquarters. Steve Hoggle, CIC, Woodall & Hoggle Insurance, Guntersville, was honored as Committee Chair of the Year. Lisa Worley, CIC, ARM, Anchor Insurance, Birmingham, was honored as the Director of the Year. Jere Peak, CIC, The Morris Agency, Selma received the distinguished Presidential Citation Award. Three Associate Members were honored as Associates of the Year: The Sheffield Fund, MetLife Auto & Home and Drive Insurance from Progressive. AIIA thanks all attendees, sponsors, exhibitors and hospitality hosts for making the 109th Convention a great success!  

Young Agents Conference

The Young Agents Conference was held last Tuesday through Thursday with several agents staying over to visit the trade show floor on Friday morning. There were more young agents than company representatives this year; and everyone enjoyed the camaraderie brought forth by this networking opportunity. New Young Chair Andrew Hudson said it best, “You cannot underestimate the power of networking and getting to know the people behind the companies you represent, and vice-versa.” Unlike impersonal emails or quick phone calls, face-to-face relationships outside the office are beneficial. Gaining a new, personal understanding of the agent, underwriter or marketing rep facilitates the ease of doing business.

National Security Fire & Casualty was honored as the Young Agent Associate Member of the Year for their consistent support and financial assistance. Susanne Grimwood of Grimwood Insurance in Huntsville was named Young Agent of the Year for her leadership role and always-positive attitude. Outgoing Chair Dan Raffle encouraged the group to continue getting others involved before passing the gavel to new Chair Andrew Hudson of Pritchett-Moore in Tuscaloosa. Bill Wilson of IIABA’s Virtual University and AIIA’s Ted Kinney presented “Ask An Expert” CE courses with a soundtrack and tons of door prizes that promoted audience participation. 

Several new Young Agents attended for the first time, proving that restructuring and the creation of sub-committees in the larger Young Agent group is successfully paying off. The group hopes to increase the number of young agents in the coming years by spreading the word of what this group can optimistically accomplish such as the Excalibur Education Foundation Scholarship, the Annual AIIA Legislative Conference and the future of the Alabama Big “I” Association. Several past Young Agent Chairs have gone on to serve on the statewide Board of Directors and Executive Committee. 

IMPORTANT DATES

· Friday, July 15th Deadline to turn in your Committee Sign Up Forms to AIIA

· August 17th Young Agent Committee Day & AIIA Executive Committee Meeting, AIIA

· August 18th Committee Day and Board of Directors Meeting, AIIA 

