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Rep. Mike Hill Honored as Lawmaker of the Year at AIIA Legislative Conference

AIIA held the Annual Legislative Conference last Thursday in Montgomery to give agents and their lawmakers an opportunity to mingle and discuss topics important to the insurance business. Lt. Governor Lucy Baxley greeted more than 100 guests at the door before returning to her Legislative duties. After the morning presentations and legislative briefings, guests were chartered by bus to a BBQ luncheon with State Legislators, Appellate Court Judges and Supreme Court Justices. 

State Representative Mike Hill (R-Shelby County) was honored as the AIIA Lawmaker of the Year for his total support of our Association. “Mike has given AIIA his support on anything and everything we’ve ever done in Montgomery,” says AIIA Young Agent Legislative Chair Rux Bentley. “He has helped us squash bad bills when they’ve come up and he has assisted us in pushing through bills favorable to our industry.” Rep. Hill thanked our group for their support and encouraged everyone to get involved in the legislative process. 

Other honored guests included BCA Lobbyist Quentin Riggins, Alabama Attorney General Troy King and Dept. of Insurance Associate Counsel Reyn Norman who spoke about current insurance-related bills now in the Legislature. Attorney General King addressed the group about the importance of paying attention to and getting involved in the state’s political environment. He also applauded AIIA for being actively involved in government and encouraged us to demand more from our elected officials. 
29th Annual Big “I” National Legislative Conference, April 20-22

You are invited to attend the insurance industry’s largest and most effective federal legislative meeting. There are many opportunities for you to discuss legislative and industry issues with your congressional members, their staff and IIABA leaders and staff. This year, lawmakers will be examining the producer compensation issue, modernization of state regulation, asbestos litigation reform, medical liability reform and the possible rewrite of the tax code. Don’t miss your chance to personally lobby your members of Congress. Register today at www.independentagent.com and click the Events and Conferences link. Please remember to make your own room reservations by calling the Renaissance Hotel, part of the Marriott chain, at (800) 228-9290. The registration fee for Big “I” members is only $139! Young Agents $100! 

Rutherford Recognized by State, Regional Insurance Women

Barbara Rutherford, AIS, AU, CIC, CPIW, DAE, received numerous honors for outstanding achievement by her insurance women colleagues at the NAIW Region III Conference. Barbara was named the Region III Insurance Professional of the Year. This award is given in recognition of an individual who has contributed to the insurance industry through education, creation of industry alliances and legislative activity. Criteria for the award are NAIW involvement, continuing education, industry and community involvement. Candidates are also required to provide an essay on an industry topic. Barbara also received the TJ Mims Award of Excellence for exhibiting local, state, regional and national excellence in the industry. It is usually a “lifetime achievement” award, and Barbara is one of the youngest members to win the prestigious title. In her distinguished career, Barbara has also received additional honors; she is the 2004 Insurance Woman of the Year, a former National CSR of the Year. She will serve as the Region III Representative to the National NAIW Convention, making leadership decisions at the national level of NAIW.  

AIIA Has Moved! 

Don’t forget that we’ve moved! Our new address is 141 London Parkway, Birmingham, AL  35211. The email addresses, phone and fax numbers have not changed. Directions to our new location are on our website at www.aiia.org and click on Current News. Keep reading your NEWSLINE for more information about our Open House!

EMPLOYMENT / AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES

Visit the AIIA website at www.aiia.org and click “Job Postings” on the left sidebar to view the complete list. 
